
Journalist I Grade: 6-7 (2022-2023

Unit Overview:
Introduction to journalism is an exciting, fast-paced orientation into the highly competitive �eld of journalism. This course will give students a
chance to work in an environment where they  will improve writing, interviewing and photography skills, work with programs like google docs,
Canva news, and google apps that will help enhance their digital and writing skill. The students will  learn to use equipment such as digital cameras,
and be upto to date about the happenings in the school community. They will actively produce school reportings, opinions, polls and surveys to
engage the school community and voice their opinions. Students will learn their civic responsibility through a close examination of the First
Amendment with speci�c attention placed on the Freedom of Press and Freedom of Speech. They will understand the concepts of  what is
considered news, and what is necessary to produce good news writing.
NJ Student Learning Standards
New Jersey State Standards
Grade 6 Reading/Writing Standards
Grade 7 Reading/Writing Standards
Grade 8 Reading/Writing Standards

2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Introduction
● Standard 9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training: This standard outlines the importance of being

knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career
planning, and career requirements.

Career Ready Practices
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created opportunities for individuals to
compete and connect on a global scale. In this increasingly diverse and complex world, the successful entrepreneur or employee must not only possess the requisite education for
speci�c industry pathways but also employability skills necessary to collaborate with others and manage resources e�ectively in order to establish and maintain stability and
independence. This document outlines concepts and skills necessary for New Jersey’s students to thrive in an ever-changing world. Intended for integration throughout all
K–12 academic and technical content areas, the New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS) provides the
framework for students to learn the concepts, skills, and practices essential to the successful navigation of career exploration and preparation, personal �nances and digital
literacy.

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/ela/Docs/2016NJSLS-ELA_Grade6.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/ela/Docs/2016NJSLS-ELA_Grade7.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/ela/Docs/2016NJSLS-ELA_Grade8.pdf


Disciplinary Concepts and Core Ideas By the end of 8th Grade

Creativity and Innovation Creativity includes the use of a wide range of idea-creation
techniques (such as brainstorming) to generate new and worthwhile ideas (both
incremental and radical concepts). Additionally, within creativity, �exibility is
evident through the elaboration, re�nement, analysis and evaluation of ideas in order
to maximize creative e�orts. Originality and inventiveness in work may also be
evident while understanding the real-world limits to adopting new ideas. Failure is
viewed as an opportunity to learn and adapt as well as understand that creativity and
innovation is a long-term, cyclical process of small successes and frequent mistakes.

● •Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of
sources, including global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative
thinking.

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Critical thinking involves the ability to use
various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation. Essential to critical
thinking is systems thinking, which analyzes how parts of a whole interact together
to produce outcomes. Critical thinking also includes making judgements and
decisions by analyzing evidence, claims, points of view then communicating the
interpretation of both the information and conclusions based on the best analysis. In
tandem with critical thinking, problem solving involves the ability to generate and
execute a solution to a problem. Problem solving occurs through one’s use of
initiative and �exibility to use trial and error to solve a problem until a successful
solution is found.

● Multiple solutions exist to solve a problem.

● An essential aspect of problem solving is being able to self re�ect on why
possible solutions for solving problems were or were not successful.

Digital Citizenship ● Detailed examples exist to illustrate crediting others when incorporating
their digital artifacts in one’s own work.

● There are tradeo�s between allowing information to be public and keeping
information private and secure.

● Digital footprints are publicly accessible, even if only shared with a select
group. Appropriate measures such as proper interactions can protect online
reputations.

● Digital communities are used by Individuals to share information, organize,
and engage around issues and topics of interest.

● Digital technology and data can be leveraged by communities to address
e�ects of climate change.

Global and Cultural Awareness To possess a cultural and global awareness is to fully ● Awareness of and appreciation for cultural di�erences is critical to avoid



understand that individuals are composed of complex cultural backgrounds, which
are in�uenced by a multitude of factors. Armed with this crucial understanding,
individuals can then better learn and work collaboratively with people from diverse
cultures, religions and lifestyles in a spirit of mutual respect and open dialogue,
whether in a personal, work, or community-based context. Such an awareness also
stresses the importance of recognizing and understanding the rich histories and
multitude of languages of other nations and cultures

barriers to productive and positive interaction.

Information and Media Literacy Information and Media Literacy empowers
learners to access, retrieve and produce well managed resources. This access promotes
and fosters inquiry learning as well as a deep understanding of target knowledge,
skills or concepts. Information and Media Literacy is the vehicle for learners to
pursue and create relevant information using the opportunities of high-quality
materials. Information and media literacy also includes a basic understanding of
ethical use of information.

● Increases in the quantity of information available through electronic means
have heightened the need to check sources for possible distortion,
exaggeration, or misrepresentation.

● Digital tools make it possible to analyze and interpret data, including text,
images, and sound. These tools allow for broad concepts and data to be
more e�ectively communicated.

● The mode of information can convey a message to consumers or an
audience.

● Sources of information are evaluated for accuracy and relevance when
considering the use of information.

● There are ethical and unethical uses of information and media.

Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of
elementary and secondary school students.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28
Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The
instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
Students will understand…

● De�ne journalism
● What is  news?
● What is free press, and how does the �rst amendment inform



● Types of news that can be published and what are the qualities
of good news.

● Understand the meaning of free press, ethics and the �rst
amendment and review it’s e�ects on news writing and
reporting

● The di�erence between sports writing and feature writing, and
how academic language and skills are needed to produce a news
article

● The material needed for interviews, the process and the
procedure, and a writing piece based on interviews.

● Understand the di�erence between hard and soft news.
● Understand the ingredients needed to produce an

entertainment piece, and how it’s di�erent from feature
writing.

● Explain how the inverted pyramid is important in news writing

news reporting?
● Why is ethics an important part of news reporting?
● What is needed to produce news reporting?
● What is the di�erence between academic writing and sports

news writing?
● How can you canvas for news and produce a feature?
● What are qualities of a good interview, and how can you turn

interviews into news stories?
● What is the di�erence between hard and soft news?
● How can we produce an engaging and entertaining piece on the

school community?
● What is a modi�ed inverted pyramid, and what are its

implications in new writing?

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts
● Group Work
● Journal Writing

Summative Assessments:

● News Reporting
● Produced news paper
● Re�ection and Presentation

Benchmark Assessments:

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class Settings
● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing


● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● News articles
● Surveys

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, & Mainstream

Learners}

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and Intervention
Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Middle School Journalism
● Teaching Tolerance
● Edutopia
● A Guide to Reading Conferences: The Classroom Essentials Series by

Jennifer Serravallo
● Teachers College Reading and Writing Project: Writers Conference

Checklist
● IMK in Action
● Community Action Services
● Rubric for Student Re�ection
● School Journalism

Supplemental Professional Resources:

Core Instructional Resources:

● Scholastic Journalism by Rolinickim Tatem & Taylor

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/middleschooljournalism/teacher-resources
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/film-festival-poverty-education-lessons
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DA3KU-LckG8fMv3qeR2qv1IE8kIBCaSz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DA3KU-LckG8fMv3qeR2qv1IE8kIBCaSz/view?usp=sharing
https://inspiremykids.com/2016/imk-in-action-how-kids-can-help-reduce-poverty/
https://communityactionprovo.org/ways-can-fight-poverty/
http://earlycollegeconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Portfolio-Rubric-for-Reflection.PRINT_.pdf
https://www.schooljournalism.org/lesson-plans-4/
https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/


● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Global Education
● NJ Spotlight
● Young Adult Book List

● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies Identify
classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies, and

foreign language-related activities to encourage building background knowledge and
independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they re�ect
on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the Holocaust; i.e.
power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net, storyit.com,

Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or SmartBoard Notebook software to write the words from

their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration Information

Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print material, and then ask
questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story and character
● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media reporting on the

same topic
● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month

https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.globaleducation.edu.au/
http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_1133.pdf
https://afomaumesi.com/middle-grade-books-about-homelessness-poverty/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-new-jersey/field-trips/


● History-Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)’
● Heritage Month Observations

Cycle Based Teaching points and Lessons (30 Lessons) Grade 6-7

Cycle 1: What is news? *The lessons are designed based on a cycle rotation (ABCDEF). Each cycle will have skills and activities that can be
implemented based on the cycle.

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you the meaning of a news report, and the di�erent ingredients needed to
create news.

Turn and Talk: Discuss and come up with your de�nition of news?
-Have the students write the de�nition on a post itt

Model: The o�cial de�nition,
Give the important points that make the meaning of the word news, and how we come to that understanding.

● Show a newspaper clipping, and identify the di�erent elements needed for reporting,

Activities 1: Go online→ Nesela, CNN, WJ, NYT (accredited news channels)
● Find and read an article.
● Identify how many news elements are there, and why are they important in that article
● Share your �ndings with the class.

Activity 2: Brings copies of city’s or daily newspaper clipping,
● Students will trade the clipping in partner or group of 3s



Cycle 2:Understanding
Journalism Language

Cycle 3: Types of News

● Paste on a paper
● Identify and analyze the di�erent elements of news, and why is this news clipping a good example of an article.
● Share: One example from your group to the class.

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that the language that we will come across in journalism will be di�erent from
what you encounter in other classes.

● Review the de�nition of news from previous and the elements that are considered news
● Review the 10 basic elements of news

Activity 1: News and Information
● “What news stories are important in your life?” and write their answers on the board or on a post it
● Rank the answers from most to the least (this can be done with small groups if whole class is too large)
● Identify top 3 stories and what makes them newsworthy
● Ask: Is there a di�erence between news and information

○ Have student work in pairs to research the di�erence and similarities
○ They can create a T-chart or venn diagram to take notes

● Share: return back to the complete list and label each as news or information.

Activity 2: PBS What is Newsworthy Reporting Activity
● Hand out Worksheet: What is Newsworthy to the students (pg 1 only)
● Go over the 5 values/vocabulary that are listed on the worksheet that are used to de�ne a newsworthy story
● On the third column have student represent that values through pictures or examples that they can think of
● Go back to the list that was created during activity 1→ Did anything change in the labeling of information and

news?
● Share: discuss why or why not?

Mini Lesson: Today we are going to learn about two di�erent forms of news, hard/soft news, and what characteristics
distinguish them.
Teach: Hard News Stories: De�ne them and the characteristics (Prezi link→ �rst 3 slides)

https://d12grbbaljejv6.cloudfront.net/app/uploads/2018/09/Worksheet-1.1.pdf
https://prezi.com/2hg8sfsuz_lf/hard-vs-soft-news/


Cycle 4: Primary and
Secondary Sources

● Give example/explain why (pg. 4 Book)
● De�ne Soft news/Feature Writing
● Give examples and explain why (pg 4. book)
● Resource: Types of hard and soft news

○ Challenge Question:
■ What are some popular examples of this?
■ Why would news organizations push these stories?

● Treatment:
○ The deciding factor between hard and soft stories is in presentation. This is how a journalist reports on

& writes a story.
Activity 1: Ranking News from hard news to feature news (book, pg. 16)

● As a class, list all  the events that occurred during the past week in the school, community, or world that you
have heard in the past week.

● Categorize the news as hard or soft news, and explain why?
● If time remains→ �nd 2 articles→ one from each type of news

○ Analyze how the news is presented.
○ Encourage students to use the past lesson of newsworthy reporting as they evaluate and take notes on

the articles.
Activity 2: Analyzing news/ Mock Writing:

● Identify 1 hard news and 1 soft news story from the newspaper.
○ Write the headline and brief summary of each below.
○ For each, explain why you think the story you selected is hard or soft news.

● Now you are a “reporter” and write about something in your school. Is your story a hard or soft news story?
● Share: The reporting piece with the class

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you the di�erence between primary and secondary sources, and how we
understand them for journalism .
Warm Up: Have student respond to the following question:

● What is the story? How would you de�ne it?
● Where do I �nd the facts?
● How do I report it?

https://www.aaftonline.com/blog/9-types-of-journalismsoft-news-vs-hard-news-explained/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1to1QtMKFLUb5lF3YMCWLnKGBQ6llQgSZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fqJvRD-_LW5hpN6hov3uTVBeDVuGXdHf/view?usp=sharing


Cycle 5: Creating Story Ideas

● Use pag 17/18→ explain the di�erence between primary vs. secondary sources
○ Explain the di�erent categories→ talk about what makes them unique

Activity 1: Using Primary Sources Activity
● Navigate to the following primary sources in the Helen Keller Archive.
● Using the transcription and the metadata provided, answer the following questions

○ Activity Worksheet
● Share: What did you learn about primary sources through this activity

Activity 2: Comparing Primary vs. Secondary
Warm Up before activity:

● Your history textbook
● A diary written in 1940
● Leonardo’s The Last Supper
● A documentary on the life of Helen Keller
● Tax records
● A photograph of the attack on Pearl Harbor during World War II
● A musical about American history
● A history of the Roman Empire written in 1776
● Yesterday’s newspaper

Activity 2: Comparing Primary vs. Secondary
● Review the two sources→ what makes one primary and the other secondary
● Share: the �ndings with the class

Optional: Each student selects one person to interview within the classroom on a topic (phones in the classroom?
Allowed headphones to listen to music?) → (book pg. 29)

● Each student should come up with 5 questions to ask another.
● Interview and review the process of what source does this process belong to→ primary or secondary and why?
● Share with the class.

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you to start creating story ideas, and what tools are needed to begin.

https://helenkeller.localarchives.net/blog/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2_WORKSHEET_USING_PRIMARY_SOURCES_HKARCHIVE.pdf
https://helenkeller.localarchives.net/blog/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2_WORKSHEET_COMPARING_SOURCES_HKARCHIVE.pdf


Cycle 6: Accuracy

Model: The 5 Ws of Journalism with H
5 W's and H Questions

● Who was involved?
● What happened?
● When did it happen?
● Where did it happen?
● Why did it happen?
● How did it happen

○ Pick a story from chapter 2(book) model this exercise

Activity 1: Coming up with story ideas
● Come up with 5 original story ideas for your newspaper.
● Write a 1- paragraph explanation of your story idea.
● Share one with the class

Activity 2: Continuing with the story:
● Pick one of the story idea from activity 1

○ List 2 Primary Sources with full names and contact information, i.e, class schedule, phone number,
email address, etc.--> this is a mock story, think about what form of primary sources you will need to
contact to write this story

○ List 1 Secondary Source for research and backup information on the story.
● For each Primary Source, write 5 GOOD interview questions.
● Draft and share your work if time permits

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you what accuracy means in journalistic writing and why it is important to get
write stories accurately.

● Teach: Elements of accuracy on pg 6-7 (book)
● Show example on page 7-8 (book)
● Explain how the two clips are di�erent examples of accurate news.

Activity 1: Analyzing for accuracy
● Read or listen to President Eisenhower’s full farewell speech with the class and then ask them to work in pairs

or triads, responding to the following 6 steps/questions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWiIYW_fBfY


Cycle 7: Gathering
News/Interviews

○ What kind of content am I encountering?
○ Is the information complete; and if not, what is missing?
○ Who or what are the sources, and why should I believe them?
○ What evidence is presented, and how was it tested or vetted?
○ What might be an alternative explanation or understanding?
○ Am I learning what I need to?

Activity 2: Researching Accuracy
● As journalists and citizens you need to approach all of your research with a skeptical outlook and use the above

questions to decide on the validity and credibility of your source.
● You and your partner should choose any of the following current issues and �nd:

○ blog,
○ Article
○ video news story about the issue.
○ You should answer the above 6 questions for each source you �nd on a separate sheet of paper and be

prepared to discuss your �ndings with the class about the credibility and validity of the information
you gathered from each source.

○ Compare and contrast how the issue is presented in each of the di�erent source
■ Write a 1-page response about how the 6 steps of skeptical knowing would make for a better

society and how it would change consumers of news.
○ Which one is the most accurate–? Why?
○ Share: your response to the class

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you what it takes to gather news and how to proceed with it before reporting
it.
Teach: As you get ready to start moving forward with a news story→ remember

● After you’ve found your story you need to start gathering all the facts to tell the story.
● Remember the 5 Ws – What, Who, Where, When and Why – and don’t forget How.
● Facts are the building blocks of news – gather your own facts and statistics, and check them very carefully.
● Interview people who have been a�ected by the story or who know a lot about it.
● Get as much background information as well before you set o� for an interview so you can ask the right

questions.



● Make sure you know the di�erence between a fact and an opinion. A fact is beyond dispute, whereas an
opinion is someone’s view – it’s one person’s view.

● Try to balance di�erent opinions in your report – it’s important to be impartial.

Activity 1: Preparing For interview
● Prepare a list of individuals who would make realistic interview candidates for students.
● Put the names in a jar and have students draw out a slip of paper.
● Have students pair up and interview each other, taking turns roleplaying the potential interviewee.
● Review the process by asking students if they spelled the name of the interview candidate correctly.

○ Proceed to ask students how they knew what questions to ask the candidate. The discussion process
leads to an understanding of the importance of preparing for the interview.

○ Now, give the students a story scenario and have students re-interview the candidate with this new
perspective.

○ Review the discussion process by examining the di�erences and similarities between the two
interviews.

Activity 2: Interview Exercise (pg 29, book )
● Prepare a list of 6 things you should not do during an in person interview. Share your list with the class and

discuss, as a class, the dos and don’t of an interview.
● Do two short mock interviews, one with mistakes, and one correctly

Activity 2, part 2:
● Work in pairs. One person asks the other the questions in section A. Then swap over and the other person asks

the questions in section B.
● Make a note of the di�erent answers you get. Why do you think that is? Which section has closed questions and

which one has open questions?
Section A:

● Do you like school?
● Is math your favorite lesson?
● Do you get homework every day?
● Do you eat school dinners?

Section B:
● What do you like about school?



Cycle 8:Writing News

● Which is your favorite lesson and why?
● How much homework do you get?
● What do you think of school dinners?

evaluate which works best and why?--> share your �ndings with the class

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you about the inverted pyramid and how we can use it to start writing news.
Teach: inverted pyramid→ book pg 45-47

● the 5 W’s and H and their importance in the formation of
the story.

● Keep the �rst paragraph short as possible
● Some hard news story has two paragraph lead

Model: Show the news paper clipping on pg 46, (Library Provides
Internet access)

● Analyze the article using the inverted pyramid

Activity 1: Practice using the inverted pyramid by analyzing the
article linked

● Inverted pyramid article
● After reviewing how the news story is assembled, use the

blank inverted pyramid (Handout 2) to place the
information from Handout 3 in the proper order. Note
that the information in handout 3 is in chronological order. What is the LEAD in that story?

Activity 2: Practice Writing using the pyramid ( book, pg 57)
● Write a 250-500 word news story about one event you participated in during the last six months. The event

could be school related or non-school related. It should be written using third person POV, not �rst.
● Use the pyramid to organize the story before drafting.
● Follow the guidelines you have learned so far.
● Share the work with a partner

Activity 3: Piecing Together the Pyramid

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mZWY4htD40R9aLjT5R22w3Qd1-RSp8w0/view?usp=sharing


Cycle 9: Continuity--
Pronouns, repetition of
keywords, synonyms,
elaboration,  transitional words

Cycle 10- Sports Writing
(language and developing the
story)

● Distribute handout “A Whitebread Family Thanksgiving” (see below), an account of a �ctional family
● Students should begin by numbering the events from most to least important.
● Students are to write the story using the inverted pyramid format, including a proper news lead
● Share with a partner or class.

Mini Lesson: Today we are going to review some grammar and sentence structure rules to understand how writing and
continuity work together in journalism.

● Teach: Pronouns, Sequence of logic, transitional words, synonyms, and elaboration in writing.
● Uswe pg 48-50 of the book to review di�erent examples of how this information is needed to create good

journalistic writing.
Activity 1: Reviewing a local article (pg 57, #4)

● Give students a copy of a well written local news article.
● Have students identify verbs, key words, and transitional words in the paper
● As a class discuss how they contricube the continuity of the article→ share their �ndings

Activity 2: Writing for continuity (pg 57, # 5)
● To reinforce the importance of transitional words and the smooth �ow of the story, the teacher should give

each student a copy of a poorly written news story
○ Have students identify where the article is weak—> attributes of continuity, pronouns, transitional

words.
○ Have students respond to how the attributes are weakening the �ow of the article.

● Activity 2, Part 2:
○ Rewrite the poorly written articles with attributes that are needed to make the article �ow with the

attributes discussed.
○ Share the story with a partner

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you the features of sports writing, and understand its structures when
reporting on it.
Teach: The language and structure needed to develop a sports story (pg 102-104)

● Review Sports Writing
● Writing the sports story subheading

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17GBgVHpvzr1LNA0h_37QNWY65gXRVM7D/view?usp=sharing


Cycle 11- Sports Writing
(Types of Sports Writing)

● Developing A sports story with stats.
○ Show the example of Figure 7.1 and identify the attributes discussed (pgg 104)

Activity 1: Research Sports Stories: (pg 114, #5)
● Give students access to di�erent sports columns/websites (NFL, ESPN)
● Have them identify upto 5 articles, and explain how the articles highlight the di�erent attributes/chiches of

sports writing.
● Explain why you think the author made that choice and if it’s e�ective.

Activity 2: Pre-planning to write your own
● Pick a partner→ with your partner, pick a sports team within the school, community, college, school, or

national
● Your assignment→ To write the cheat sheet for that sport including: Cheat Sheet Worksheet

○ A roster
○ A brief outline of the rules of the game
○ The timeline of a match or game of the team
○ How scoring in the game/ stats work

● Draft a mock article based on the assignment.

Mine Lesson (continued): Today we are going to build on our attributes of sports writing, and learn about the
di�erent types of sports stories.

● Show students the de�nitions and examples of the following types of sports news (pg 104-111)
● Types of Sports Stories

○ Advance Story (pg 104)
○ Trend Story (pg 105)
○ Sports News Story (pg 107)
○ Game Story (pg 108)
○ Sports Feature Story (pg 110)

Activity 1: Write a Game Story from a mock game information presented on pg 114/115 of the book.
● Exercise # 6→ photocopy the transcript the students will need to draft

https://www.schooljournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Sports-Cheat-Sheet-Prompt-.pdf


Cycle 12- Academic Writing

● Have students draft the sports story, and discuss which type of story they decided to write.
● Why did they pick that type, and why is it e�ective?
● Share with a partner or small groups.

Activity 2: Pg 116, Exercise # 7
● Write a yearbook sports story from the following information. The story can be a trend story with a feature

angle.
● Provide the information needed on pg 116-118 needed to draft the article.
● Share articles with small groups

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you that when writing a school newspaper it is important to focus on
academic writing, for journalism, it means covering the school academic work, curricular debates, and news that a�ect
student’s academic work.

Teach- Pg 61-62→ talk about academic news , and how it’s a special siloh of school journalism.
● Express how academic journalist should include: (list on pg 62)--> go over topic and structure
● Provide students with examples of di�erent headlines (pg 62)

○ Pick 4-5 from the list and have students discuss using small groups/ turn and talk why they are
important to discuss in a school newspaper

○ Show di�erent examples from the book to show how they are presented in a school newspaper
Activity 1: Listing and rating topics of academic writing

● Have students work in groups or triads and let them create academic headlines that they wish would appear in
the school newspaper.

● The list can be curated from events in the school community or something that is preempted by the students.
● Once they have the list students will rank them from most important topics to least and explain why.
● Share: Each group will share their most important and least important topic/headline with the class

Activity 2: Drafting an Academic Writing Assignment
● Students will review their list again with their groups from activity 1
● Teacher will go over the list of topics from the mini lesson and the articles as examples of academic writing.
● Have students work together to draft an academic piece from their topic list from activity 1
● Advice them to structure it with the proper writing and be sure it is a topic relatable to the school/classroom
● Share: Their article and its purpose to the class.



Cycle 13- Writing Leads- types
of leads and practice writing
them

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that there are many di�erent ways to start your articles→ just like in a story
they are called leads, and they determine how your article is written.

Teach: The New Summary Lead (pg 33)
● What happened? What will happen?
● Who was involved?
● Where did it happen?
● When did it happen?
● Why did it happen?
● How did it happen?

Pick example leads from pg 33-35 in the book to show how di�erent leads address this issue.

Teach: The Modified News Lead (pg 37)
● Modify news summary lead is to use only the feature fact or perhaps two of the what, who, where , when, why

and how
● Show examples of the lead pg 37-38
● Have students identify why this is modi�ed compared to the summary lead

Teach: The Vignette Lead (pg #  38)
● Leads that rely on the story telling→ the vignette lead, as these brief anecdotes are called, often used for reports

on social, economic, political, environmental and other major issues to bring human or personal level.
● It’s a brief descriptive sketch or story.
● Show examples on pg 49-40

Activity 1: Identify the form of lead
● Read leads of a local newspaper or online newspaper→ stick to one newspaper/website as you ask students to

identify di�erent forms of leads.
● Review about 5 leads in a single newspaper/ website, and identify what forms of leads form the lesson.
● Explain why?
● Encourage students to see if articles feature multiple leads, or combination of leads
● If time remains, have the student pick one of the leads and rewrite it using a di�erent type.

○ Write a summary lead using modi�ed news lead.



Cycle 14- Journalism Style
(active voice, passive voice)

Activity 2: Practice Writing Leads
● Below are examples of 5W’s and 1H to use in creating practice leads.
● Read through the six elements.
● Then rank them by �lling in the numbers 1-6 in the spaces to the left. Using your rankings, now write a lead

keeping the most important elements of your lead �rst.
● Have students identify what form of leads they are using to draft their mock story.
● Activity Worksheet

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you the importance of active and passive voice and how it shapes the articles
being written.

● Teach Brain pop video: Most every sentence has a "voice." This term refers to how a subject, object, and verb
interact within a sentence. Their order will determine if a sentence is in active or passive voice.

● The tone and focus of your writing can change completely depending on which construction you use.
● Active voice is usually preferred for its sense of clarity or authority. But there are instances where passive voice

can come in handy, shifting attention from the person performing a verb to what’s receiving the action.
Understanding the di�erence between and value of active and passive is essential to e�ective writing

Activity 1: Practicing Active and Passive Voice
● Use the brain pop worksheet to practice
● Review afterwards

Activity 1, part 2: Worksheet
● students will practice both of these things, helping improve their overall understanding of the two sentence

structures
● Worksheet
● Answer Key

Activity 2: Finding Voice Exercise
● Have students research 2 articles, what voice are they written in?
● Does the voice work for the article, why or why not?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D0X2wl4h-hSRG89TfhrtABuC23Il-9H1/view?usp=sharing
https://www.brainpop.com/english/grammar/activeandpassivevoice/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ggWypDaKzTK3dAvA0_mTMJlZyOhYnATg/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E1RYiNQLxLlvknESMZmZ7Wb60FDjsUqfYuuxKchZIps/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OIUjxIb3B1ayMETmSWJ94Ptiyk-jgTc9DWkM4_9dHwY/edit


Cycle 15- Writing Headlines Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you what headlines are, their characteristics, and practice writing out own
headlines.

Teach: What makes a headline? (pg 209)
● In names/ summarizes
● It communicates the mood of the story
● It signals the relative importance of the story

Types of headline (pg. 209-218)
● Teaser teller headlines
● Structure of a headline→ having it �t the page
● Feature headline
● Rules of font and grammar→ type size in relation to lay out and importance of story; emphasize headline style

used by your school publication.
*Show students the headline examples→ pick the one �tting school settings to reiterate the points that are needed to
make headlines work

Activity 1: Reviewing Headlines
● Put students in groups of three and hand them a headline from a newspaper article
● Have the students guess what the article is about from looking at the headline
● Then have students share their �ndings as a larger group. Next, hand groups the articles associated with the

headlines.
● Make sure the groups do not receive the article associated with their headline. Have students guess which

headline that has been shared goes with the article.
● Discuss whether or not the students feel the headlines were appropriate or if they would make changes.

Activity 2: Rating Headlines (pg 219, # 3)
● Present students with a range of examples of published headlines
● Rate them based on a the type of headline they are

○ Rate them based on how well it exempli�es the principles of  good headline writing
○ Justify your grade.



Activity 3: Practice Writing Headlines (pg 220, # 4, 5, 6,7,8)
● For the following story write a two-line headline with each line counting no fewer than 17 and no more than

23.
● Give students examples that �t with the class/ school setting that the students can practice with.
● Share: Have students share the headlines.

Cycle 16: Better News
Writing

Cycle 17: Feature Writing

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you that news writing is more than just giving a true account of events.  To
become a better news writer, it is important to choose language that is familiar and concise.

Turn and Talk: Discuss what these terms, familiar and concise, mean.  Jot them on a Post-It note.

Model:  Remind students that when news writing, it is important to use common language, rather than scholarly
language.   Provide examples.   (Book page 54)

Turn and Talk: Decide on a common word to replace the scholarly word.

Activity 1:
● Choose an article you have recently written.
● Circle words that can be more familiar/conversational
● Underline phrases that can be more direct.
● Rewrite the article by including more conversational and direct language.
● Share: Exchange papers with a partner and use a checklist to edit/revise.

Activity 2:
● Continue drafting articles

Mini Lesson: Today I am going to teach you that a feature story is a type of soft news that has a human element and
allows for the creative writing that comes with traditional story-telling.



Cycle 18: Ethics

Model: Display/Share a sample of a feature story Feature Story Example
● Discuss what makes this a feature story.

Turn and Talk: Students will look at the list of possible feature ideas and determine which ones would work for our
school.

Activity 1: Develop a paragraph explaining your story idea.
● Choose one or two story ideas from the discussion
● Write a paragraph explaining the idea
● Work with a partner to determine if this is a newsworthy topic (use 8 factors)
● List at least 2 factors under the paragraph

Activity 2: Identify sources
● Name two primary sources and one secondary source for the feature.
● Develop interview questions (�ve) for each primary source.  (10 total)

Activity 3: Draft the article.
● Write a lead
● Write a nut paragraph
● Share these with your partner.
● Continue drafting

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you about the �rst amendment and its application to public school journalism.

Teach: Explain the �rst amendment and its implications.
● The First amendment is a part of the Bill of Rights
● It guarantees freedom of religion, expression, and assembly

○ There are exceptions-- some expression is unprotected or less protected by the constitution

Turn and Talk: What does this mean for you as news writers?   Discuss with partnerships.

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-feature-story-2074335
https://idsja.org/1023/showcase/the-value-of-news-judgement/


Cycle 19: Attribution and
Quotes

Activity 1:  First amendment history Event Timeline
● Read the �rst amendment history.
● Choose a person or event from the history/timeline and conduct further research.
● Put the information in a notebook or document where they will discuss the implications.
● Share what they learned with the class.

Activity 2: First amendment webquest
● Using a mock �rst-amendment situation,  conduct further research into how the �rst amendment is viewed in

public school settings.
● Complete a series of webquests.
● Research both sides of the �rst amendment argument in a school setting.
● Come up with a decision to support one side and explain why.
● Share: Share �ndings

Mini lesson: Today I will teach you that attribution--telling the reader where the information came from and who said
it-- is a crucial aspect of great journalism.   I will also teach you how to identify and draft direct and indirect quotes.

Teach- de�ne attribution and explain why it is important in journalism.
● Readers need to know the information came from the best sources and that the writing is not the writer’s

opinion.
● The verb said is best to use when giving attribution (other past tense verbs can be used as well) Attribution

Video
Teach 2-  de�ne direct and indirect quotes

● Indirect quotes are paraphrased from a source
● Direct quotes are the exacts words from a source
● Both need attribution using said (or other appropriate past tense verb).
● Show examples of a direct and indirect quote (book page 52)

Activity 1:  Inquiry
● Look at the same news article from activity 1.

https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/page/first-amendment-timeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKrZ_TVnN2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKrZ_TVnN2w


Cycle 20: Entertainment

● Underline the direct quotes
● Circle the indirect quotes
● Ask:

○ Was there a mix of both types of quotes?
○ Was the mix e�ective in conveying the point?
○ How were the quotes attributed?
○ How did the writer transition between direct and indirect quotes?

Activity 2: Revising articles
● Go back to an article they are writing, or recently wrote.
● Highlight the attributions in their article.
● Make revisions to their own writing making sure they gave credit to the sources and included a mix of direct

and indirect quotes throughout the writing.
Activity 3:  Interviewing Understanding News PDF page 23

● Invite a club director to come to a news conference with the class.
● Before the conference, students will prepare two or three open-ended questions to ask the director and prior

knowledge about the club events/activities. .
● Students will use the graphic organizer provided to help organize the responses.
● Students will then write a news story based on the interview.
● When students are �nished writing, they will compare their stories.

○ Discuss the facts included, amount of direct and indirect quotes, and use the following questions for
discussion.

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that there are di�erent types of entertainment writing.  Entertainment in
school newspapers usually takes on the form of advance stories, reviews, columns, and features.

Teach: De�ne each and display example slides
● Advance story: published before the event occurs.  Help build interest in the event and provide information

about attending the event.
● Reviews: critiques of the entertainment

○ Writers opinion



Cycle 21: Writing an Advance
Story

○ Event already occurred
● Columns:  personal and on-going writing about entertainment topics (music)
● Features:  stories around a topic or event

Turn and Talk: Discuss what they notice about each article and jot it on the slide or on a Post-it

Activity 1: Webquest
● Work in pairs or triads to �nd two articles from each type of entertainment writing.
● Students will then write about how their thinking

Activity 2: Ideas for stories
● Generate a list of entertainment story ideas using internet resources, local magazines, newspapers and calendars.
● Take notes about how each might be covered in a school newspaper/generate ideas for next issue.
● Begin a draft document

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you how to write an advance story.

Teach: Explain that advance stories should be written before the actual performance or event.  Information in the article
should also be direct from the source (not a previous publication).

● Display/Share an example of an advance story.
● Model how to write features of an advance story.

Turn and Talk: Identify important features of the advance story.  Teacher will write on an anchor chart.

Activity 1: Prepare an advance story.
● Research an upcoming event in the school or town.
● Prepare a list of questions to ask students who plan on attending the event.
● Gather important information about the event.

Activity 2: Writing the story
● Students will use the anchor chart and information gathered from research and interviews to draft an advance

story.



Cycle 22: Writing a Review

● Share with a partner or group

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you how to write a  review that is backed by relevant examples.

Teach: The teacher will discuss important elements of reviews and write them on a chart.
● Recap basic information (time, dates, location)
● Provide the reader with a sense of the event right at the beginning.
● Give reader the sense of the crowd  and venue

Share 3 di�erent reviews with the students

Turn and Talk: Students will discuss and rank the reviews with their partner.  They should be ready to share their
thoughts with the class.
Activity 1: Inquiry- Evaluating reviews (Book page 165)

● Read a professional review in a popular magazine or newspaper.
● Highlight the writer’s opinions and the examples that support it.
● Highlight, in a di�erent color, the information that helps the reader learn about the entertainment being

reviewed.
Activity 2: Language and Content of Reviews

● Read  another review.
● Answer questions about the review to see how the writer used words to convey ideas and express thinking

about the event, place, or form of entertainment.
Activity 3: Writing a Mock Review

● Choose an event, place, or form of entertainment they recently experienced.
● Research the event to get some background information about it that will be helpful for the reader.
● Draft a mock review.



Cycle 23: Poll Stories

Cycle 24: Column Writing

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that a poll story is a story based on a survey of the school population. I also
want to teach you how to select respondents and conduct the survey.

Teach: The teacher will explain that a poll story should include a variety of students and a fair amount of students.  The
teacher will use a model/chart to explain this.  The teacher will also share the guidelines for conducting polls and
developing questions.  (Book page 73)

Turn and Talk: Students will look at sample polls and share ideas about what makes them fair/unfair.  They will use the
guidelines to help them decide.

Activity 1: Mock Poll Story
● Brainstorm debatable issues.
● Each group will take an issue and develop questions, pretest the questions, and make revisions to the questions

as they see �t.
● Decide on the number of students who will be polled.
● Conduct the poll
● Share results with group
● Draft individual stories

Mini Lesson:  Today I want to teach you that columnists expand the voice of the newspaper and should incorporate
unique and fresh ideas in their writing.

Teach:  Explain the ingredients of a newspaper column. Column Writing
● Purpose- Why are you writing the column?
● Audience-  Who is reading the column?
● Content-  What will your column discuss?
● Structure-  How will you format the column?

Activity1:  Inquiry

https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/cm360


Cycle 25: Journalism Style

● Students will look at a column from several issues of the same newspaper.
● They will look for similarities in all of the writing (language, format, content, structure)
● They will jot their �ndings in their notebooks.
● Share: They will share what they noticed with the class.

Activity 2:  Column Writing
● Generate ideas for an entertainment column.
● Create a pre-writing for at least 2 of the ideas.
● Choose one and begin the research and interviewing.
● Draft the article.

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that journalistic writing requires a speci�c style, especially when writing
professionally.

Teach: Explain that just as we use MLA format in ELA, journalists use AP (Associated Press) style  for journalistic
writing.  There are di�erences between the two, and it is important to use the correct format for each type of writing.

● Present students with a quick reference style guide AP style guide and the big book pages 188-194

Activity 1: Editing copy
● Use the AP style guide/big book to correct the errors.  Book page 202
● If you can’t �nd them in the style manual, star them.
● Share:  As a group, discuss responses and starred items (come to conclusion about style)

Activity 2: Spelling Game
● Using the provided list (page 203), rewrite the words you think are  misspelled.
● As a class, review correct spelling.
● How many did you know?  Are you surprised by any you spelled incorrectly?

Activity 3: Editing
● Work with a partner to correct  a mock  article using the style guide.  Page 205

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/subject_specific_writing/journalism_and_journalistic_writing/ap_style.html


Cycle 26: Hard News Writing

● Share changes with another pair of students
● Discuss any di�erences-- decide on a change

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that hard news is signi�cant for a larger number of readers and is about events
that are happening or are about to happen in government, politics, foreign a�airs, education, labor, religion, courts, and
�nancial markets. (Big book page 4).

Explain that most of our writing will be soft news, however, any hard news should be from the angle of how it a�ects
the school/students locally.

Turn and Talk:  The teacher will show a hard news article in a school newspaper. Discuss how the writer relates the
world/local news to the school/student population.

Activity 1:  Inquiry
● Find two front page news stories from two di�erent cities on the same day.
● Look to see which stories are covered
● If there are di�erent stories covered, consider why that might be?
● Why do you think the editor may have chosen one story over another?
● Look for any connections the writer may have made to local events/issues.

Activity 2:  Writing
● Decide on a hard news event to cover’
● Work to relate it to something that a�ects the student population
● Create a prewriting page
● Draft interview questions
● Interview students
● Write the hard news article.  Be sure to angle the story on how it a�ects local/student population



Cycle 27: Using Information
on the Internet

Cycle 28: Modi�ed Inverted
Pyramid

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that just because news is on the internet, it does not mean it is accurate and
true.  Good researchers evaluate their sources and use speci�c questions when searching the web.

Teach: Activity Based Learning (book page 30)
● Using online sources, �nd responses to a list of questions
● List sources used next to each response
● Share responses and sources with partners or groups

Activity 1:  Analyzing Online Content Understanding News PDF (page 26- lesson 9)
● Select a website you would use for research.  The teacher will have a prepared list as well.
● Answer question (on a graphic organizer) to determine if the source’s information is accurate and credible.

Activity 2: Revising writing
● Use a reliable internet source to enhance your writing.

Teach: Today I want to teach you that writers often use a modi�ed inverted pyramid style to recap past events that relate
to the present topic.

Model: Explain that the recap follows the lead without disrupting the �ow of the story.  Show an example (book page
50).

Turn and Talk: Students will �nd the recap and discuss and write about why and how the author incorporated it into
the article.  Students should answer the following questions:

● Does it �ow?
● What is the purpose of the recap?
● How does it enhance the story?

Activity 1: Writing/ Rewriting an Article
● Rewrite a news story using modi�ed inverted pyramid form (chronological).



Cycle 29: Di�erent Types of
Leads

Mini Lesson: Today I want to teach you that there are other types of leads in addition to the news summary, modi�ed
summary, and vignette leads.  These leads are descriptive/background lead,  direct address lead, direct quotation lead,
question lead, comparison or contrast lead, and novelty/oddity leads.  These leads allow for creativity.

Teach: List, explain, and provide an example of each lead.  (Book page 40)

Turn and Talk: Discuss the moves writers made  for each lead on a Post-It and put it on the board/chart.

Activity 1: Investigating Leads  (book 43)
● Read the leads of stories in a newspaper.
● Identify the kind of lead
● Respond to the following questions:

○ Is there one kind of lead that is used more than others?
○ Do you think the lead is e�ective?
○ Brie�y explain your reasoning.

Activity 2: Rewriting Leads  (book 43)
● Select one news story from a newspaper (local or city).
● Rewrite the lead using one of the following:

○ Descriptive
○ Comparison/Contrast
○ Question
○ Direct Address

Activity 3: Writing leads in own writing
● Draft 3 di�erent types of leads for one of the stories you are writing
● Choose one to use for your story



Cycle 30: Mock Newspaper
Project

Mini Lesson:  Today I want to teach you how to use what you have learned to plan, draft, and write a small mock
newspaper.

Activity: Mock Newspaper
● In partnerships or triads, decide on three to �ve articles that you would want to include in the newspaper.
● Complete prewriting activities for each one

○ Decide on sources (primary and secondary)
○ Draft interview questions and choose people to interview
○ Decide on trusted internet sources (as needed)
○ Begin drafting articles
○ Make revisions with partnerships

Share: Share articles with classmates

Skills (Students will be able to…)

● Students will learn about advertising as a primary source of funding for publications. Students will also learn about other funding sources for their publication and
activities.

● Students will examine which of these appeals might be most e�ective for teen students and for the publication.
● Students will create a rate for the publication and learn about advertising sales.
● Students will learn about pricing advertising and the decline in advertising in professional journalism.
● Students will study the role of journalism in America, including its history and impact.
● Students will create scheduling and deadline calendaring to work together as a sta� to create a periodic news source such as News Magazine, Online News Site,

Newspaper.
● Students will learn to discuss through BOK’s method or other right v. right discussion models to come to di�cult decisions and conclusions about ethical

dilemmas.
● Students will learn to work together with other students in a positive atmosphere where individuality is encouraged and celebrated while exhibiting the ability to

work together toward a common goal.
● Students will understand the roles and responsibilities in a newsroom and learn to function as a team under those guidelines.


